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Press Release
Colorado River District Board expresses concerns with Aaron Million’s Flaming Gorge Pumpback proposal
 
The Colorado River District Board of Directors is seeking a delay in federal review of entrepreneur Aaron Million’s proposed Flaming Gorge pumpback project, at least until Colorado can determine first how much water the state can develop under the Colorado River Compacts of 1922 and 1948, and what demands exist for that water.
 
In a unanimous vote on July 18, 2007, at its quarterly meeting, the Board said the state also must better define how compact water curtailment would work during a shortage before Million’s project should move forward.
 
Million is proposing that a private enterprise he leads could build a pipeline from Flaming Gorge Reservoir on the Utah-Wyoming border to supply water to Colorado’s Front Range. Flaming Gorge Reservoir is on the Green River outside of Colorado, but the water would be counted against Colorado’s entitlements under the Colorado River Compacts. The compacts determine how much Colorado River system water each state can use.
 
Million estimates his project could supply from 175,000 acre-feet to 250,000 acre-feet to the Front Range. An acre-foot is equal to about 326,000 gallons and could supply two single-family households for a year.
 
Million would obtain the water from Flaming Gorge through a contract with the Bureau of Reclamation. The Colorado River District Board is asking the federal agency to halt processing of the contract, including a National Environmental Policy Act study, until Colorado can answer the essential questions about water supply, water demands and how a curtailment would work.
 
Colorado is examining these issues through studies by various River Basin Roundtables under the “Water for the 21st Century Act” and by a water supply study commissioned by the state legislature earlier this year. Each Roundtable is studying its future consumptive and non-consumptive needs. The State Engineer’s Office is working through issues of how a compact curtailment would be administered. 
 
“We really do not know at the moment how much water is needed internally in Western Colorado,” said Eric Kuhn, general manager of the Colorado River District. Kuhn also cited the importance of the state water supply study under Senate Bill 122 that will also investigate tree-ring based hydrology, and the potential for shortages that climate change could exact.
