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Bureau of Reclamation to keep full operations of Colorado-Big Thompson Project
 
On June 11, 2007, the Bureau of Reclamation announced that it would not transfer water scheduling and operations and maintenance (O&M) responsibilities for the power components of the Colorado-Big Thompson (C-BT) Project to the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District (Northern Water), a proposal that Reclamation and Northern Water had been negotiating.
 
In a letter to Northern Water, Fred R. Ore, Area Manager of Reclamation’s Eastern Colorado Area Office, noted that Reclamation’s decision reflects, in part, the fact the C-BT serves both West Slope and East Slope beneficiaries with water and is governed by Congressional legislation and the subsequent Blue River water decrees. He said this gives the project a “uniqueness” that defines legal requirements for the contemplated transfer.
 
“From the inception of these discussions, both Reclamation and the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District have been clear that multiple beneficiaries, competition over a limited resource, and the unique nature of the project legislation, cause the C-BT to present different challenges than in other O&M transfers,” Ore wrote.
 
The decision is an important development for West Slope water users. The Colorado River District and other West Slope water interests had voiced two concerns on the contemplated transfer: (1) that Green Mountain Reservoir O&M, and (2) that overall water supply scheduling, must remain with Reclamation as the impartial third-party operator, as guaranteed in the authorizing federal legislation. Reclamation decided early on in the process that the O&M transfer would not include Green Mountain Reservoir.
 
In addition to these issues, there were three other unresolved policy matters that did not impact the West Slope.
 
Authorized by Congress in 1937, the C-BT is owned by the United States. It provides water from the Colorado River headwaters in Grand County on the West Slope as a supplemental water supply to Northeastern Colorado. The project includes Green Mountain Reservoir in Summit County, which is principally project mitigation for the benefit of West Slope water users.
 
The Colorado River District believes that Reclamation’s decision reflects the proper recognition of the unique features of the C-BT and looks forward to working with Reclamation and Northern Water to maximize the project’s efficiencies and benefits to both its East and West Slope beneficiaries.
 
The Colorado River District is based in Glenwood Springs and serves 15 West Slope counties. It is celebrating 70 years of protecting Western Colorado water. For more information about the Colorado River District, visit www.ColoradoRiverDistrict.org. For an in-depth look at the Colorado-Big Thompson Project, visit http://www.usbr.gov/dataweb/html/cbt.html. Information about Northern Water can be found at http://www.ncwcd.org/.
 
 
